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Mayport | eebes Ealln Stark Crew

By MCSN Michael
Lopez
NPASE Detachment Southeast

A ceremony of remem-

brance was held at Naval
Station Mayport, May
17, to honor Sailors who
~ were killed aboard the
guided-missile frigate
USS Stark (FFG 31) 29
years ago.
* On May 17, 1987, while
on patrol in the Arabian
Gulf, 37 Sailors died
when two Iraqi mis-
siles struck USS Stark.
Despite the severe dam-
age inflicted, the heroic
efforts of Stark’s crew
saved the ship. Stark
was decommissioned at
Mayport in 1999.

Surviving crewmem-
bers were in attendance
at the annual ceremony
including retired Chief
Operations Specialist
Larence Barrow who
spoke about what
remembering the tragedy
means to him.

. “There’s such a cathar-
sis,”and you learn that
everyone else shares the
same feelings, and it’s a
camaraderie,” Barrow
said. “It’s a healing cere-
mony for us to meet with
the families, to share the
stories and reminisce.
We need that.”

- This year’s memorial
included the donation
of Stark’s original stern
plate from Janna Ryals,
a U.S. Navy veteran
and sister to Signalman
Striker Seaman Earl
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CMDCM Mack Ellis, COMUSNAVSO/4thFLT
Command Master Chief, recites “The Watch’ during
the annual Stark Memorial Ceremony marking the
29th year the ship was struck by two Iraqi missiles
while on patrol in the Arabian Gulf Thzrty-seven
Sailors died in the attack. Ellis is this year’s guest

speaker.

Ryals, who died in the
attack.

“This shows that we’re
still respecting and hon-
oring not only the men
who died that day, but
the ones that are still
alive,” said Ryals.

Ryals said she origi-
nally wanted to keep
the stern plate at home
with her to remember
her brother, but she had
a change of heart and
realized sharing it was
the best thing she could

do for Stark’s crew. The

stern plate will now be
on display Naval Station
Mayport.

“I did lose my broth-
er, but through this I've
gained several other
shipmates,” said Ryals.

This year’s remem-
berance was hosted by

NS Mayport’s Second
Class Petty Officers
Association (SCPOA).
First year SCPOA mem-
ber, Ship’s Serviceman

and Class Jeffery Meade -

was happy to be associat-
ed with such an historic
event.

“I think it’s important
that we preserve this
tradition because the
Stark was homeported
in Mayport,” he said.
“There are many fam-
ily members of the crew
who still live in the area,
and it means a lot to
them that we do this.”

Mayport Memorial
Park was established
Aug. 1, 1987, with the
dedication of the Stark
monument and \(vill
continue to honor this
memorial every May 17.
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Clifford Cellars, a former crew member of the guided-missile frigate USS Stark

(FFG 31), rings one bell for each of his 37 fallen shipmates who were lost on May

17, 1987 when the ship was struck by two Iraqi missiles during a routine patrol
in the Persian Gulf.



