REAGAN'S
REMARKS

Here is a transcript of Presrdent Rea-
gan's
service for the victims of the attack on the
USS Stark.

Our task today is simple and sad. To
remember to pay tribute to those we
loved.

For some of us here today, our love is
the unquenchable, unforgetting love of a
wife or child for a fallen father, of a moth-
er or father for a fallen son. For others of
us, this love, while more distant, is still
anguished and gnevmg ours is a love for
a fallen countryman who died so that we,
a free people, might live — and this great
nation endure.

Even as we hear these words, we un-

derstand again their madequacy We ap- |

préciate anew Lincoln's humble wisdom

~ at Gettysburg. When brave men die, it is

-

their deeds, not our words, that are re-
membered. It is their sacrifice, not our

 brief recollection, that offers everlasting

testimony to their love for others, their

- love for us.

But we are human, and today we know
such great heartache. So, we come to
this place to seek the smple assurance
of each other; and the hope of finding a
higher meaning, a %eater purpose.

nd so we ask: Why did this happen?
Why to them? Could anything be worth
such sacrifice? And these fallen — whom
we knew and loved but rarely thought of
as great men or legends — can we now
truly say they are heroes? And even if we
can, would we not rather have them
back? Ordinary men again perhaps; but
still ours — ours to hold and keep.

The answers are hard, Hard because
memory forces some of us to remember
other faraway places which Americans
had never heard of until their sons and
brothers and fathers and friends fell

Each Memorial Day, and especially
with the news of the past week, my own
mind has turned many times to the great
war of 46 years ago. Few of us who lived
through it can ever forget those opening
months of conflict when our nation and

_our fighting men were so sorely tested.

In later years, in the South Pacific cam-
n, American sailors would speak of-
ten of the bravery of the Marines they put
on the beaches to fight and die; but one
night, especially, off a place called Gua-
dalcanal — as the shellfire lit the dark-
ness in one of the most violent' surface
actions ever seen — it was the Marines
who stood in awe and in silent tribute to
the men of the United States Navy.
outnumbered and out
gunned, a small group of U.S. ships had
taken on a powerful enemy fleet. And

‘though five Medals of Honor were won
back and

: and the enemy was turned

- can torge! the special burden of

Guadalcanal was saved, the price was so
high and the burden so heavy nine ships
and hundreds of young lives.

And none of us who were alive ther}
rief

- borne by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sullivan
'of Waterloo, lowa. They would remember

: leamsdtha!meirsons-eeorge Fran-  pecial

forever the autumn’ . afternoon they
cis, , Madison, and Albert — “The
Five Sullivans” as we Knew mam then —
would not be coming ho

But while our sorrow was great in those
days, | cannot help but tell you this morn-

then use it was easier to under-

:standwhywewerethersandwhywe

~ sian Gulf;

Theﬁgurden ot our own time is so differ-
And whe gou icans like
those of the USS Stark die in far-off seas,
we learn again how right President Ken-
nedy was when he spoke of the sacrifices

. asked by a “hard and bitter peaca and

our own “long twilight struggle.”

Even at moments like , then, we

" must address directly the reason the USS own

Stark and her men were there in the Per-
're entitled to know the im-

ince of the role that their valor played
'n keeplng our world safe for peace and

Thsres a reason why, since. 1949,
American ships have patrolled the gulf.

Every American presu‘!ent since World
War Il has understood the strategic im-
portance of this region. It is a region that

ing that, in some ways, it was easier to €
‘bear

— Stan Badz/staff
37 deceased USS Stark crew members played in

President Rea gan tells about 1,100 mourners at a
U.S. policy to limit warfare in the Persian Gulf.

memonal service the |mportance of the role the

ise to hundreds of millions of the op-
pressed that liberty exists, that it is the
shining future, that they can throw off
nts, and learn freedom and
cease learning war — then we” still need
nheroes “to stand guard in the night.”

they know that to retreat or withdraw
would only repeat the improvident mis-
takes of the past and hand final victol !o
those who seek war, who make war. their
know it would only lnvnte further aggres-‘

is a crossroads for three continents and

the starting place for the oil that is the life-

blood of much of the world economy, ‘es- -
ly those of our allies in Europe. -

Even more important, this is a region,

critical to"avoiding larger confiict in”the ~sion and tragedy. :

tinderbox thah the Middle East; and our - So.it is a simple m we' raaf(nm here  The men of the USS Stark stood guard
role there is essential to building the con- - today: Young Americans of the USS in the night. One of our ambassadors
dlﬂon&tof acem that troubl er- - Sta e up their lives so:hat the terri- paid them this tribute: “They were tough,

. And it is this objec-

e - has gulded us as we have
sought to end the brutal war between Iran
and Irag, a war that has gone on for over
6% terrible years and taken such an awful
toll on human life.

Peace is at stake here; and so too is
our own nation’s security, and our free-
dom. Were a hostile power ever to domi-

they were brave, they were great.” They
were great. And those that died did em-
body the best of us. Yes, they were ordi-
nary men who did extraordinary things.
Yes, they were heroes. And because
they were heroes, let us not forget thus
That for all the lovel spring and summer
days we will never share with them again,
for every Thanksgiving and Christmas

_ ble moments of the past would not be re-
peated; so that wider war and groater :
conflict could be avoided, so' that thou-

and perhaps millions, of others

might 'be spared the final sacrifice these
men so willingly made.

So we ask again: Were they heroes?

“Heroes are not supermen,” Herman

Wouk once reminded us, “they are good

nate this strat region and its re- men and embody the cast of destiny  that will seem empty without them, there
sources, it would become a choke the virtue of a e people ina ngeat will be other moments, too; moments
for freedom — that of our allles our hour.” And when we see the light of dnscovery in
own. such heroes in our nanon men and you eyes, eyes that see for the first
And that's why we maintain a naval women who wear our country’s uniform in world around them and know the
presence there. Our aim is to prevent, not this troubled of ours — he asked sweep of history and wonder:. “Wh

to provoke, wider conflict; to save the us never to forget, “to reassure them that there such a place as America? And how

many lives that further conflict would cost their hard, long training is needed, that is it that such a precuous gift is mine?”
us. _ love of country is noble, that seif- sacrifice we can answer them. We can an-
The fallen sailors of the USS Stark un- is rewarding, that to be ready to ﬁ'ght for swer them by tellln?‘e this day and those
derstood their obligations — they freedom fills a man with a sense of worth we come to honor here. And it is then we

the importance of their job. So(oolbe—
lieve that most Americans today know the
price of freedom in this uneasy world;

will see understanding in those young
eyes; it is then they will know the same
gratitude and pride we share today, the

like nothmg
And he said, “If America is still the
great beacon in dense gloom, the prom-

gratitude and pride Americans feel al-
ways for those who suffer.and die so that

the precious gift of America might always

be ours.
The men of the USS Stark have pro-
tected us; moyhavedonemelrduty Now

let us do ours.

Senior . Chief Petty Cﬂioer
Clinefelter showed us how. yesterday. He
had volunteered to work at the coordinat-
ing center here for the families when he
received word that his own son, Seaman
Bryan Clinefelter prwiously Ilsled as

in acti as among the
ﬁnned dead il need to keep woridng."
said. He stayed at his post; he carried on
as so too we must carry on. We must
stay at our post. We must keep faith with
their sacrifice.

In our “great hour,” we must answer,
as did they, the call of history — it is a
summons that, as a nation or a people,
we did not seek, but it is a call we cannot
shirk or refuse — a call to wage war
agamst war lo stand for freedom until

stand alone; to live for liber-
untll Ilberly is the blessung and birth-
ht of every man, woman, and child on

Andletusrememberaﬁnald . To
understand that these men made them-
selves immortal by dying for something

immortal; that theirs is the best to be
asked of any life: a sharing of the human
heart, a sharing in the infinite. In-: 31
themselves for others, they made them-
speaalno-}ustto usbuttomeur

God.
“Greater - love than this
lay down his life’ lor hls fnends g

G than
ary ‘And Bacatia God is love, we kriow he

was there with them when they dled lhat
he is with them still. We know they live
again — not just in our hearts but in his
arms. And we know they've gone before
to prepare a way for us.
today, we remember them in sorrow
and in love. We sa bye. And, as we
submit to the will of him who made us, we
Emy together the words of scripture:
ord, now let thy servants go in peace,
word has been fulfilled.

lay | point out agam so many of
have known long months of separnﬁ
from your loved ones and those young
men. You're separated by distance, by
miles of land and ocean. Now you are
separated again, not J‘ust bK territorial Ilm-
its, but because god ave stepped
through that door that has promised
all of us. Theydolwenawmaworid
where there is no sorrow, no
they:'wanus Andweshallallbetogeih—

Gigd biess you.



