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Memories of Star

‘Some still struggle, 20 years later,
with the pain of losing 37 sailors.

By JEFF BRUMLEY
The Times-Union

SR

made the meux:lotlal service :mre
meaningful than previous obser-
wvances, several former Stark sailors
It was bear hugs and tears all said.
around at Mayport Naval Station "Meutyyem makes it more like
on Thursday when survivors of a reunion,” said Larence “Clyde”
. the USS Stark gathered with close Barrow, a Stark survivor who lives
to 200 others to mark the two de- in Jacksonville. “Twenty years is
cadu ce the Persian Gulf mis- significant because an entire gen-
sile thlt killed 37 of their eration has passed since then."
i 'uhlpmm Barrow and about 20 of his for-
'l‘he that it was 20 years to mer shipmates attended the cer-
dny an Iraqi fighter jet emony, as did other current and
launched two anti-ship missiles
at the ]aclwonvﬂle-basad frigate  STARK continues on B-3

the ship that
took the lives of
37 crew
members.
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Left: Vernon Foster 11 (leﬂ')
greets retired Vice Admiral
Michael P. Kalleres after
speaking of his father, who
died aboatd the USS Stark.
Above: Shanna Lozada places
a wreath for the Stark's fallen
sailors, including her father.

Stark: Emoﬁons float near

&urface durmg memonal service

1 relatives

ors who died in the msion
and fires that ensued

May 17, 1987, attack.
The ceremony included a
rifle salute, tolling a bell for
the fallen, the playing of taps,
a wreath-laying and remarks
by family members, survivors
and officers who led the naval
commands to which the Stark
belonged.

On the night it was attacked,
the Stark was patrolling the
Persian Gulf to guarantee free-
dom of navigation in the region,
said retired Vice Adm. Michael
Kalleres, who was commander
of the frigate’s cruiser and de-
stroyer group at the time.

The ship was struck about

Exocet

that the Iraqgi pilot

falsely claimed he thought he
had attacked an Iranian

Forthenenthteediys Stark

xw nl:; and those from

er Navy ships battled rag-

ing fires mdmdmnevermefy

damaged warship.
";] The attack left 16 wldm. ln‘i

Bernard Mamn of Waynesboro Ga, sits near a pxcture listing
the names of his shipmates who d|ed aboard the USS Stark.

Brian Kendall, 22, said he
continues to struggle with the
death of a father he never knew.

missiles  “I felt like I needed closure,”
Kendall said.

Song;’m Smkmaurv!vomrs walked

away se: area sev-

eral times during the service.

Othen said they 31111 aren't over
friends.

these bottled up memories,”
a Stark

uding
250 grieving family members
lnaddltloumthaywoundad

too.
One came when Martin, 41,
spotted former Stark otghipmi:f

Knllmssaid,"’l'hegrletmn Chuck

constant,” he said.
That

Ohio. They embraced for sev-

grief was palpabl
Shanna Lozada wept as she
and her brother, Brian Kendall,
placed a wreath at the ship's
memorial in honor of their fa-
ther, Steven Kendall, and the
others who died in the attack.

eral before sp

“I's been 20 years, man, said
Martin of Waynesboro, Ga.

Stephenson, 46, commented
on his friend’s slong beard. “Man,
you've changed.”

Martin laughed.

“I had just turned 20" at the

lntﬂlxopnlnful —I'vegot

Patty Shippee's father, Robert
Shippee, was among those who

died aboard the Stark.

time of the attack, he said. “Iwas
justa skinny kid back then.”
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