Saturday, May 17, 1997

It began as a
routine day. Then,
without warning,
two Iragi missiles
slammed into the
USS Stark.

Fritz
'I']rrfa’ih'lmatnﬁu’l.

On hand for a USS Stark tribute are (from left) | aewnﬁnhorsm ihe D
Larence Barrow, Bill Morandi and George Panagos, ' ley Elliott, mather-in-law of victim

A wreath cast in sea,
a bell tolls in tribute

sounded, the second missile hit.
What had begun as a routine day

Bernard Seeley was standing watch
at the helm of the USS Stark as it
cut through the Persian Gulf 10
years ago today when he noticed a
fog bank turn an eerie, pale blue.

A ball of light emerged from the
mist and headed straight for the
bridge of the Navy guided-missile
frigate. Then, at the last second, it

dove into the side of the ship.

The impact knocked the 18-year-old
deckhand into a compass in the con-
started

t the hell
What the hell is going

said.
Then, as the ship's collision alarm

sole behind him. "Eve;
screaming, you know.
is going on?

on? " he

based ship.

Sellers had been

turned to instant terror. An [raq].
warplane had fired two Exocet mis-
giles into the side of the Stark, kill-
ing 37 men on the Jacksonville-

Irag, in the midst of a war against
Iran, claimed that the nighttime at-
tack was a case of mistaken iden

In the ship's enlisted sleeping quar-
ters, where most of the bodies even-
tually would be found, there was

emonium.
The first missile, which was a dud,
struck just 15 feet from where CLff
fast asleep.

0 years later, impact ingers

tity.
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See STARK'S, Page A-G

lnonls‘ua;e
killed by Iragi missi

Thirty-seven men
on the Mayport-
based ship were
killed. It was a
loss shipmates
still relive.

— Don Burk/ statf
Mayport Maval Sta-
3?' Ofelﬂ' members
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defend
. In the end, the Navy's own
scathing report concluded that
were absent from
thebr&lmmddsl’mﬂlnsys—
leavi

ure, either in self-defense or re-

iation,” said the report,
which pointed out numerous
mistakes made by the ship’s of-

advertise a war-
posture because it did not

mmﬁnkmklnghedm-

A Stark officer, for example,
said he was reluctant to lock
ento the Iragi plane with fire
control radar because it might

- be interpreted as a hostile act.

This, even though the Navy's
experience was that locking up
an unidentified plane could
cause it to alter course.

a 2l-year-old petty

officer at the time, wasnleepms the ho:
t watch

before going on

when the missiles hit. The first

ant.lin]luwadl:wau]lwgﬁnm‘-
al quarters, shook him from his

"There were a lot of us in the

Left with no other choice, -

Morandi and a two others
donned emergency breathing
hoods and climbed through the was
main hatch into the berthing
area above, where the missiles
had hit.

T pot d.munan‘had he said.
"The smoke was getting in my
hood. I ended up actually fall-
ing out the hole on the side of
the ship. When I surfaced, I
saw the ship cruising away over
rizon.'

"I still didn't know what had
happened. All this happened in
the space of 15 minutes after Ga.

the missiles hit,”

One of
it eut
didn't.
Over t

"“’uﬂ

to life rings for 12 hours
they were rescued by helicop-

ters. %
Morandi, no longer in the

us =
A wreath will be cast from the USS Stark in fribute to 37 killed in an Iragi missile attack in 1987,

Navy, said it has been difficult
to come to terms with why he
and others were
not. wo.ndar about things
llkntha.t.Bul.'['lhin.k ['\‘ampﬁd
mﬂ: it pretty well, overall,” he

himself three years later at a
\’Etexamhspitalinﬂ.ugunm,

Family and friends said he
suffered flashbacks to the Stark
and felt guilty because he sur-
vived and because he could not
save his best friend, Terry Wel-
don.
Former Stark sailor Walter
Thomas Taylor claimed the at-
tack triggered hallucinations

and her S-year-old daughter in
Jachmvﬂ]r:l 1987,

Taylor, who was convicted of la
murder is in prison, testi-
fied that he thought the woman

But Taylor's nttol'llie?, Charles
G. Cofer, said, “If he had not

twined with what happened.”
Cofer said he interviewed
more than a dozen Stark sailors
as part of Taylor's defense, and
all were imj differently.
“Most had problems sleeping.
They had pnoblems with thelr
own mood swings. They had in-
e ot
ey warking
and out of nowhere, they start
thinking about the Stark and
they'd be mpped bmk. reliving
the experience in their minds."
Sinee, the ntml-:. Sellers said,
he cannot sleep in the dark,

the door just like I did
relive it — the bodies, the
faces,” he said.

Sellers, who also has left the
Navy, was asleep when the first
missile slammed into the ship,

"If that first one would have
a:ploded. I would have been

gone,” said Sellers, who imme- roie

dia

He had scrambled up one lad-
der and halfway up the next
when the second missile struck,

the spreading fire everywhere. The

sailor behind him was cut in
two when a bulkhead buckled,
he said.

Sellers, whe lives in Palm
Bay, said he spent the next 24
hours fighting fires and dump- ta
lﬂz mmles wer the side before

r;? The fires were
still burning, he said, when he
was evacuated.

Back in Jacksonville, families
anxiously waited for word of
what happened to their loved
ones. Yellow ribbons sprung up

everywhere,
Shirley Elliott, whose son-in-

Stark’s Crew to honor victims of Iraqi attack

was aboard
the Shark. ﬁud the fs.mﬂy was
glued to the television for sev-
eral days, waiting for any news
an h

she said, some

over the place and people
. It was just complete-
ly dark and there was fire ev-
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