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USS STARK CREST

Gold and blue are the colors associated with the Naw. The globerefers
to Admiral Stark's elobal outlook of the U.S. Navv which beian earlv in
his naval career whEn. after graduation from the U.S. Naval Alademy-, he
sailed around the world with the U.S. 'Great White Fleet'. The globe fuither
alludes to Admiral Stark's World War I experience as commander of a
toroedo flotilla which he led from the Philippines to the Mediterranean Sea
and Atlantic Ocean which took an active flrt in the anti-submarine cam-
putft; 

chain encircline the elobe symbolizes the U.S. two ocean concept
foreseen bv Admiral St-ark while Chief of Naval Operations. The chain alSo
alludes to'the Admiral's service as Commanderbf U.S. Naval Forces in
Europe where his diplomatic and tactical abilities proved thatthe Navy was
the vital link which ensured suDDort for allied forces ashore by convoying
suoolies from the U.S. and tran'sbortine of allied trooD reDlaceinent foice.{

The anchor and the four blu6 stripEs on the pent^asoit reflect Admiral
Stark's fortv-vear Naval career culminatine as Chief df Naval Operations
and Commrinder of U.S. Naval Forces in Euiope durine World Wdr II. The
four stars reflect both his rank and the three Naw arid one Army Distin-
guished Service Medals he earned during his illustrious career.

UNITED STATES SHIP
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Built by Todd Pacific Shipyapds Corporation, Seattle, Washington

Keel Laid 24 August 1979

Launched 30 May 1982

Commissioned......... 23 October 1982

Sponsor....... Mary Stark Semans, daughter of the late Admiral Harold
R. Stark

uss STARK (FFG-31) CHARACTERISTTCS
Feet Meters

Length......... 445 ..........,...........135.7
Beam........... 45 ................ ........13.7
Draft............ 24 .......................7.3
Displacement........... 4 1 00 Tons.......... 3280 Metric Tons

Crew............ 203 Total (188 Enlisted, 15 Officers)

Maximum Speed..... 28 Plus Knots

Propulsion.. Two General Electric LM 2500 Gas Turbines
(40,000 sHP)
Two 360 HP Elecric Auxiliary Propulsion Units
One Controllable Reversibl€ Pitch Propeller

Electrical Plant ...... Four Detroit-Allison V-16 Diesel Generators

Weapons..... 20 MM MK 15 Close-In Weapons System (CIWS)

if"#.:J'ff i-Ti',":[''fi13J'f '
- SM-1 Standard Anti-Aircraft Missile
76 MM MK 75 Fully Automated Rapid Fire Naval Gun
y,[,: 

? Jlff -ur'.*0":'#i';#ltJ" 
rube Mounts )

Combat System....... AN/SPS-49 Air Search Radar
AN/SPS-55 Surface Search Radar
MK-92 Fire Control System
AN/SLQ-32 Elecronic Warfare System
AN/SQS-56 Digital Hull Mounted Sonar
MK-36 SRBOC Decoy Launching System
AN/SLQ 49 Anti-missile Decoy System
Naval Tactical Data System
Joint Operation Tactical System

Aircraft Capability. Anti-Submarine Warfare Helicopter: SH-2F



uss STARK (FFG-31)
MISSION AND HISTORY

USS STARK GFG-31) was launched on Mav 30, 1982 and commissioned
O"toUei2g.-tg8) in Seattle. Washinston. STARK is the twenty-fifth of
fiftv-five OIiver Hazard Perry class Guided MissileFligates,-the larleqt.cl^ass
of shios since World War I[. STARK was named tbr the former Chlel ot
Navaf Onerations. Admiral Harold R. Stark.- -Th;;fiiD iJthe iesult of a careful plan to provide a portion of the in-depth
nroiection'reouired for militarv an?i merchant shipping, amphibious task
foices and untierway logistlcs lroups. In executin^g this mission, STARK
witt help meet our nitiofr"s far-r-anging intemational-commitments and keep
the vital sea lanes open. ln orde-r td ensure a large class of capable.yet
relativelv inexoensive shiOs. many innovative concepts are incorporated into
hli aCsi dn. S ohe of thesd concepls include modular constructioli techni ques
and the "utilization of numerous'labor-saving devices to reduce the number
of nersonnel required to oDerate the ship. STARK also incorporates many
imirroyements ih- habitabifity, including lounge areas for the brew and im-
oroved messtns tactltttes.'- In todav's c6mbat environment. the abilitv to respond rapidly and effec-
tivelv is tlie key to success. All of STARK'3 systerirs are desiggred to meet
this im;ortant ieouirement. The propulsion sysiem is a comput6r-controlled
siJ turbine powei olant with engines similar io those found bn the Air Force
eiA straiedic tranioort and the-civilian DC 10 ietliners. STARK's propul-
sion systenican be broueht 'on line' and made ready in less than one--eighth
the tirire reouired for a c-onventional steam or nuclelr powered ship.

STARKTs combat svstem integrates a computerized command and control
svstem with the sfiip 

t 
s'sensors anE weapons. D i gital computers ptov i d e rapid

e'valuation of ootehtial threats detectdd by radar, sonar and olher sensors.
SnoutA tni nie'd arise. surface-to-air or surface-to-'surface missiles, rapid fire
naval sunnerv. anti-submarine torpedoes. close-in weapons system (CIWS),
or theLAMfS flisht Airbome Multipumose SvstemIMK lhelicopter can
be emoloved totofinter anv ootential ihtdat frodr air, iurface or sub:surface
olatfoimi. Since its commiss'ionine in October of 1982, STARK has traveled
bver 235.000 nautical miles. viJitine 69 different ports in 31 separate
countries'around the world. Her earfv deplovments^include Middle East
Force (Jun - Dec 1984). Great Lakes (Jun j Aue 1985), Middle East Force
iFeb - Aue 1987). Duriire the 1987 deblovmentisTARK was struckbv two
inissiles fired bylraqi airiraft. Ttre fires ihat re3ulted claimed 37 liveS, and
onlv the heroic'actioi of the crew saved the strip. Today the only remaining
sisfi of this trasic event is the memorial ensraving mounted in the midshipi
of,ssasewav wf,ich lists the names of the Iost shipmates, but the crew will
ilwav"s reniember the 37 striomates who save their lives. Later deployments
inclu'de Standine Naval Forcie Atlantic (Jin -Jul 1990) and Middle East Force
(Aus 1991 -Feb-1992). STARK has paiticipated in numerous fleet exercises
ivtriih include Solid Shield 35. CORTRAMID 86, Operation Sharp Spear
89. PCO ooerations 91. MEFEX 3-91. SWOS School Ship 91, PCOOpera-
tioirs 92. frre Haitian humanitarian dperation. Able Maiurer, and several
Caribbedn counter-drus oDerations. STARK's notable achibvements in-
clude rescuine 16 oeoile'from a burnine merchant vessel hit bv Iranian
missiles in thelersiirn Gulf in 1984. welcofrrine aboard over 105,0@ visitors
aurine the Great l-akes Cruise. resiuine two d6wned helicoptetbilots in the
Persiin Gulf in 1991. compld:tins.11 boardines in iust 2Soperating davs
durins Red Sea Maritiine Inierdicfion Operatioils. seizine a dnis boat [oad6d
with "over 14.000 oounds of mariiuada durine'countEr drui operations,
eamins the n<iminaiion for the Mariorie StenetBattleship FunA Award and
winnin"g the Battle 'E' award for thb 1992 competitive cycle.
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ADMIRAL HAROLD R. STARK, USN

USS STARK FFG-31) isnamed forAdmiralHarold R. Starkwho served
his countrv withtistincti6n for four decades. Born 12 November 1880 in
Wilkes-Bdne- Pennsvlvania. he attended oublic schools and the Harrv
Hillman Acailemv b'efore r6ceivine his appointment to the U.S. Navdl
Academv. Follodine sraduation in 1903. he served on many ships including
the battl6shio USS MIIVNESOTA while she steamed with-the Great White
Fleet on thdfamous December 1907 to February 1909 cruise around the
world.

In June 1917 he reported for dutv at the Naval Torpedo Station, Newport,
Rhode Island. Shortlv after the United States enter^ed World War I, Stark
assumed command of Tomedo Flotilla, Asiatic Fleet, but was soon trans-
ferred to the Staff of Coinmander, U.S. Naval Forces and operated in
Eurooean waters for the remainder of the war. Stark eamed a Distineuished
Service Medal for boldlv leadine a squadron of small, old destroyers ihrough
monsoons from the PhilippineS to Gibraltar. The ships aniv-ed ahead -of

schedule and carried out hh active role in the anti-submarine campaign in
the Mediterranean and the Atlantic.

In the vears followine WW I. his service included assisnments as Aide
to two Ndw Secretarieslcommdnd of battleship WEST VIRGINIA, Chief
of the Buredu of Ordnanie and Commanderof CiuiserDivisionTfuee, Battle
Force. Stark attained the rank of Rear Admiral on 2 November 1934 and
was promoted to Admiral on 1 AugUst 1939 following his appointment as
Chiel of Naval Operations on 1 Apiil 1939.

Admiral Stark's second Distineuished Service Medal was for his resolute
decision to hasten the capital shii construction for the 'Two Ocean Navy',
which oroved a kev to viitorv in WW [I. In cooperation with Great Britain,
he instituted effeciive trans-Atlantic convoy pr<itection as well as anti-sub-
marine warfare measures which brideed th-e Atlantic from both North and
South America. In March L942.he tdok command of U.S. Naval Forces in
Europe, thereafter providing thd primary-li_aison between the British Navy
and U.S. Navv for loeisticsTor thi: Britilsfi Isles. This included the massive
stasins. trainihe. and'loeistics for the 2.904 U.S. Naval ships and craft, and
the"t2?.000 naV'al oersdnnel participatine in the Normandv invasion. Al-
thoush he did not'oarticipat'e in the ac-tual amphibious 

-assaults on the
Nonfiandv coast in June 1944. his personal contributions resulted in the
award of 'a third Distineuished'Service Medal. Geneml Eisenhower addi-
tionallv oresented Adrfiral Stark with the Army's Distineuished Service
Medal'f<ir renderine brilliant and distineuished stxvice. not-onlv as a naval
administrator. but is a skillful diolomaiic emissary in ielations with allied
authorities. directlv contributine'to the liberation-of Europe. In Autumn
1945. Adniiral Staik was assimEd to the Office of Naval Oberations, Naw
Department, Washington D.C He served there untilhe retirad 1 April 1946.
His'manv U.S. awarts and decorations were suDDlemented by numerous
honors frbm foreign govemments including Britaih, France, BraZil, Norway,
Poland, the Nethdrlaids and Belgium.

Admiral Stark settled in Washineton, D.C. where he remained active in
a varietv of Naw oreanizations andclubs. He died 20 August 1972 atthe
age of 9t. His ivifelthe former Katherine Rhodes, also oT Wilkes-Bane,
piedeceased him.


